
Over 35 years ago, Steve Reynolds 
started Capital Baptist Church in 
Annandale, Virginia, a suburb of 
Washington, D.C. Reynolds has been 
a longtime member of my coaching 
networks, and is currently part of 
the Titanium Coaching Network. 
Capital Baptist Church draws people 
from all over northern Virginia, and 
typically have 800 to 900 people in 
attendance on a given weekend.

Joining Me as a 
Co-Author
A few years ago, Steve took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
co-author a book that I wrote called 
UNSHAKABLE: STANDING STRONG 
WHEN THINGS GO WRONG. The 
book contains biblical insights and 
encouragement for people who are 
going through some of the toughest 
situations people commonly face. As a co-author, 
Steve wrote the foreword to the book, along with 
his personal biography. The book is also printed 
with Capital Baptist Church’s name and logo.

Fueling Spiritual Growth
Pastor Steve began using the book when he 
launched a fall spiritual growth campaign,
where each sermon was based on one chapter 
of the book. (Steve created his own sermon
series based on the key verse of each chapter. 
I also offer my complete sermon series based 
on the book free to any pastor who co-authors 
Unshakable with me.)

“We do a campaign every Fall to increase the 
spiritual maturity of church members, and 
to reach out to people in the community,” 

Steve says. “The congregation was 
excited to receive copies of the 
book.” In addition to the sermon 
series, the book was also used as 
the curriculum for the discussion 
groups Capital Baptist holds during 
the week. “We covered the content 
of the book in every way we could, 
and it was really well received.”

A Great Gift For 
First-Time Guests
Since then, Steve has given copies 
of the book to first-time guests 
each week. “We also give them to 
people who come in for pastoral 
counseling,” Steve explains. “We 
tell them to read the chapter that 
applies to their life situation. It is 
always a helpful addition to what 
we have to say to them.”

Steve says the book has connected well with the 
first-time guests to Capital Baptist. “They leave 
with a quality gift that looks good and it’s actually 

A Powerful Spiritual Growth Tool That 
Helps Your Guests During Difficult Times:

How a personalized book can better connect both
first-time guests and members with the church

“There are few other 
resources that provide all 
the benefits that this book 
does. Our people got to read 
the chapters, they heard a 
sermon series and it was a 
great small group resource. 
Plus, it makes a great gift for 
first-time guests. It really is the 
complete package!”
— Pastor Steve Reynolds

As a co-author, Steve wrote 
the foreword to this book 
designed for first-time guests. 
The book also features his 
personal biography and is 
printed with Capital Baptist 
Church’s name and logo. 
That provides a personal 
connection to the pastor and 
the church that few other 
gifts can provide.
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are!
I invested two years writing 

Unshakable. I went through thousands of 
prayer requests from first-time guests. I 

baptisms and first-time guest surveys.

helpful to them also. Newcomers 
respond well to getting 
Unshakable.” Steve believes they 
have given away over 1,000 
copies of the book since he first 
co-authored it.

Help During Difficult 
Times
Unshakable has been a great 
resource for people going through 
difficult life situations. Steve 
remembers the story of one 
man who was battling cancer. 
“He received the book and read 
the chapter on dealing with 
illness. He told me how that one chapter had 
strengthened his faith.” Steve says he has gotten 
many reports of couples reading the book during 
times when their marriage was struggling. He 
says Unshakable is a constant source of strength 
and encouragement for them.

Because you get to write the foreword to your 
co-authored version of Unshakable, it offers 

guests to your church a glimpse 
into who you are as a person 
and as a pastor. That provides a 
personal connection to you that 
few other gifts can provide. Since 
Unshakable is packed with useful 
advice straight from God’s word, 
the people who receive it will 
associate that kind of practical 
help with you and your church.

A Valuable Resource 
For Your Church
When asked if he would 
recommend that other churches 
partner with me to co-author 

a version of Unshakable, Steve is enthusiastic. 
“Absolutely!” he exclaims. “There are few other 
resources that provide all the benefits that this 
book does. Our people got to read the chapters, 
they heard a sermon series and it was a great 
small group resource. Plus, it makes a great gift 
for first-time guests. It really is the complete 
package!”

Pastor Steve preaches at a special 
rock pulpit built for the Unshakable 
teaching series. Each sermon in 
the series was based on a different 
Unshakable chapter’s key verse.

• Engage first-time guests who will  
 have an immediate connection with you,  
 because of the foreword you write.

• Give your church members a tool they can use to reach 
their friends and family as they  go through the trials of life.

• Reach out to the unbelievers in your community with 
a book that’s evangelistic, biblical, practical and non-
threatening.

• Know that your first-time guests are receiving a high- 
quality gift they’ll enjoy – and may even pass on to their 
unchurched friends!

This could 
be YOU!

With Unshakable,  you can:

Take the next step – and make a deeper personal connection 
with the guests that God sends to your church! 

To learn more about becoming an Unshakable co-author contact:
Sandra Olivieri at sandra@churchleaderinsights.com

or call 561.921.8488 ext. 9.


